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ordered, and lawfully consecrated and ordered. " And by Can. 8. " Whosoever shall affirm or teach, that the form and manner of making and consecrating Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, containeth any thing that is repugnant to the Word of GOD ; or that they who are made Bishops, Priests, and Deacons in that form, are not lawfully made, nor ought to be accounted either by themselves or others to be truly either Bishops, Priests, or Deacons, until they have some other calling to those Divine offices; let him be excommunicated ipso facto, not to be restored, until he repent and publicly revoke such his wicked errors. "
The form in which orders are conferred in our Church is this : " the Bishop with the priests present shall lay their hands severally upon the head of every one that receiveth. the order of priesthood; the receivers humbly kneeling, and the Bishop saying, receive the HOLY GHOST for the office and work of a priest, in the Church of GOD, now committed unto thee by the imposition of our hands. Whose sins thou dost forgive they are forgiven, and whose sins thou dost retain they are retained. And be thou a faithful dispenser of the Word of GOD, and of His Holy Sacraments ; in the name of the FATHER, and of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST." In the office for the ordering of deacons, the Bishop lays on his hands but does not use the words "receive the HOLY GHOST," &c. or grant authority to forgive or retain sins. In the office for the consecration of Bishops the form is thus: ct Then the Archbishop and Bishops present shall lay their hands upon the head of the elected Bishop, kneeling before them on his knees, the Archbishop saying, receive the HOLY GHOST for the office and work of a Bishop, in the Church of GOD now committed unto thee, by the laying on of our hands; in the name of the FATHER, and of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST. Amen. And remember that thou stir up the grace of GOD which is given thee BY the imposition of our hands; for GOD hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and love, and soberness.1' Several protestant dissenting communities have taken it upon themselves to lay on hands when a person is elected to the dissenting ministry, but; none that we are aware of have ever assumed the solemn
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